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Messina, Sicily
 

Don Pedro of Aragon, commander of the Spanish army in Sicily, returns to Messina after a 
victory against rebel forces which included his brother, Don John. Now reconciled with Don 
John, and in the company of Italian comrades Claudio and Benedick, Don Pedro accepts the 

hospitality of Leonato, the Governor of Messina.
 

A marriage is quickly arranged between Hero, daughter of Leonato, and Claudio. Don Pedro 
resolves to fill the time before the wedding by tricking Benedick into marriage with his old 

sparring partner Beatrice, Leonato’s niece.
 

Don John, still simmering with resentment, meanwhile plots to destroy Claudio’s faith in 
Hero.
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Before Leonato’s house.
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